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2009 CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS 

 

By Brad Bean 

 

SACC's 2009 National Convention was hosed by the Southern California chapter, on the harbor in Ventura, CA.  Solid 

axles started pulling into the parking lot of the Four Seasons Sheraton Resort early on the morning of Friday, July 17, 

2009.  Mother Nature, in the form of nice weather was very cooperative.  Although haze created slightly overcast 

skies, this served to maintain cooler temperatures throughout the day, in the low 70s along the coast.  Although we 

understand inland, just a few miles, highs reached a baking 106 degrees.  But we heard that it was a "dry heat."   

 

Registration began at 2 PM Friday afternoon, and although a number of members had arrived early and were waiting 

for registration, the SoCal chapter was well organized and prepared so the process went smoothly and quickly.  Later 

that evening, a reception and light supper was sponsored by Corvette Mike of Anaheim for attending members.  This 

was not only a nice meal, but a great opportunity for members from across the country to renew old acquaintances and 

kindle new friendships. 

 

Saturday morning started early with a heavy continental breakfast of a large assortment of pastries, muffins and bagels 

as well as a nice selection of sliced fresh fruit.  Breakfast was hosted by Jeff Reade's "American Motoring Memories."  

At 9 AM convention attendees were treated to a series of well presented and well attended technical sessions.  

Presenters and solid axle topics included: 

Doug Prince - Clutch Linkage, Jeff Reade - T-

10 4-speed transmissions, Larry Pearson - 

Generators and Chip Werstein & Mike 

McCloskey - Special C-1 tools.   All sessions 

proved to be very informative, as folks flocked 

to the front following each presentation to see 

the parts that had been brought and ask 

questions.  And, for those not wishing to 

attend the technical sessions, a shuttle service 

to "Old Town Ventura" was available. 

 

Ample time was available through the afternoon 

on Friday to walk among the more than 60 solid 

axle Corvettes and swap meet in the resort's 

parking lot.   

 

Despite rougher than anticipated seas, Saturday 

evening's dinner cruise was well attended and a 

nice event.  Instead of venturing beyond the 

jetties into deep water, we made several harbor 

passes.   This was probably better than a deep 
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water ride, as we got to see how people lived who 

don't spend their money on old cars, some nice 

size yacht and waterfront homes. 

 

Sunday also started early with another nice 

continental breakfast, hosted by Ron Lefler's 

"Vette Garage" and Steve LuVisi's "Automotive 

Expertise."  Departing at 10 AM, Sunday's road 

tour caravan was quite a sight to behold, with 45 

solid axles, 10 additional Corvettes and several 

"steel" cars.  Six pages of maps and instructions 

were issued to all drivers, a 10 minute driver's 

meeting was held and radios were issued to every 

5th car.  The SoCal chapter went to great lengths 

to insure no "child" would be left behind.  So as 

you would think, no one got lost... right?  Okay, 

maybe in fairy tails, but this was an SACC road tour.  An hour and a half into the tour, several "people" decided to 

make an unscheduled "pit-stop".  Well, you can 

guess what that did to the line-up.   But, all things 

considered, most recovered nicely and everyone 

arrived at the turnaround point within a half hour 

of the first car's arrival.   The trip totaled over 100 

miles through beautiful California countryside.  

The tour took us past many farms, ranches, 

nurseries, a huge lake and up and down curved 

mountain roads.  And, we only had two casualties, 

a ‘62 with transmission issues and a ‘60 with a 

wheel that "locked up."  Both were recovered.  The 

turn-around point was also the lunch break, at the 

"Timbers" restaurant which has quite a history.  It 

was built following WW2 from salvaged timbers 

of a dock that had been destroyed during the war 

by a Japanese submarine's shelling.  It's said, if you 

look closely, you can see the shrapnel marks in the 

timbers. 

 

Sunday evening, we were treated to a nice banquet and to some very informative, humorous and heart warming stories 

by Dick Guldstrand, Corvette Hall of Famer, and noted Corvette race driver.  In a 1967, L-88  Corvette, Dick was 

driving for the then fledgling Roger Penske Racing Team, and won the 24 hour races at Daytona and Sebring.  He was 

leading Le Mans after 18 hours by 17 laps over the field of Ferraris, Porches, Chaparrals, etc. when a piston came 

through the engine block and ended their bid to sweep the three major events of the year. 

 

The high-lite of the evening, was when the stage was shared by two Corvette Hall of Famers, Dick Guldstrand and our 

own Noland Adams.   

 

The banquet was followed by the annual business meeting where it was announced that the 2010 convention would be 

held in Bowling Green, KY (home of GM's Corvette plant and the National Corvette Museum), the three days 

preceding the annual "Corvette Homecoming."  The 2011 convention is slated to take place in Florida (probably in 

January) and the 2012 convention, in Arizona. 

 

Brad Bean was re-elected to another term as national Vice President and “Sebring” Bill Herron was elected to a full 

term as Treasurer.  The meeting was adjourned at around 10 PM following the awarding of 70 auction prizes. 

 

Marilyn Bean & Noland Adams 
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When Monday morning rolled around, everyone started to depart for their homes, across the country.  The last few die 

hards, departing around 9 AM. 

 

The Mid-Atlantic area was well represented as several member's made the 3,600 (+/-) mile trek to California via car, 

air and train.  Mid-Atlantic members attending were: Ken Amrick, Bob & Karen Pinkney, Bob Gredlics & Mary 

Aylesworth, Thomas & Leslie Barnes, Jack & Barb Cooley, Jack & Cheryl Jarvis, Frank Pinkus & Ruth Klein, Kathy 

Ilowiecki and Brad & Marilyn Bean. 

 

Bruce Fuhrman, Larry Pearson, Chip Werstein, and many other SoCal SACC members are to be congratulated for 

hosting a top-notch convention.  Those unable to make the journey, missed a good one!  

 

A couple of additional pictures submitted by Barb 

Cooley after Brad’s article.  This is a shot of Brad 

and Marylyn with Noland on the boat ride. 

 

Another shot of the car corral at the hotel. 

 

 

 

 

Jack and Barb flew out to the convention and two 

California members were kind enough to offer them 

their passenger seats for the road trip.  Barb rode in 

Dave Freedman's Blue ‘59 and Jack rode in “Little 

John’s” black ’57. 

    

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

By Ron Whitmoyer 

 

I am writing this article the week after "Corvettes at 

Carlisle."  Our Club was well represented and 

members were busy all weekend selling both SACC 

and MASACC merchandise as well as talking to 

potential new members.  We now have a handout flyer 

of which an example is attached to this Newsletter.  




