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By Ron Dill

Over the years I’ve read many articles about the Amelia Island Concours d’Elagance Car show which is held
in North Florida every March. I had put the event on my “Bucket” list and hoped that someday I’d be in the
neighborhood and be able to take it all in. This year, as luck would have it, the stars w ere in the right place
and I was going to be able to attend. So, I immediately started researching the event on the Internet — it is a
4 day event, but most of the activities only concern the car owners. Since I was not invited to bring a car, I
was only interested in the show field part of the activities. I soon discovered that the entrance to the show
field required a $50 ticket — gad zooks! I’ve never paid an entry fee to look at cars in my life and I thought
that perhaps this was not the time to start. Fortunately, I reconsidered and purchased my ticket — and, I’'m so
glad I did as the show was worth every penny.

The show is held at the Amelia Island Ritz-Carlton Resort and they use the resort golf
field. In the fairways there were perhaps 300 cars of various types — from |

concept cars, like the beautiful Corvette Stingray “Transformer Car” pictured
above (and, see the fender emblem from the Ray, to the right) to cars built in
the late 1800s. Really, an amazing display of automotive technology. This
year, the event was honoring Richard Petty and they had about 10 of his race
cars tucked away on the golf course. The “King” was in attendance but our
paths didn’t cross and I did not see him; however, it was interesting walking thr ough his collection.

course as the show
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Dlrectly in front of the resort, was a collectlon of exotlc new cars — being on Social Security, I wasn’t really

g : ; > in the market — but, it was neat seeing, i
person, the cars I’ve read about in Road &
Track and Car & Driver for years. Starting
with the — depending on your source of
information — the $1,500,00 to $2,000,000
Bugatti Veyon. This car will do 253 MPH on
[-95 — very impressive, but, really, do you
need a car that needs new tires every 7,500
miles at $17,000? And, while it is remarkable,
I thought there were many much more
attractive cars.

For example, the Spyker C12. You give up
some horse power (but, 500 HP would seem
sufficient) and some speed (but, 0-60 in 3.9
seconds and a top speed of 202 MPH would,
again, seem sufficient) and you save a ton of
money. The Spyker only sells for around
290,000 Euros.

of the greens, was
a very interesting display of the original
Mercedes Benz Gull Wing sports car (built
between 1954 and 1957) and the new SLS-
AMG Mercedes. Very Nice! There were at
least 10 of the original Gull Wings at the
S : show. I always thought they were pretty
' R e Y : spemal cars — I watched a passenger enter one
of the original cars — it was not a pretty —
sight!! Clearly, it is probably easier to get
in a C-4 Vette, and I never particularly
enjoyed that experience.

It was a beautiful day, the crowd was
tremendous — the paper said 18,000
attended the Sunday show. The setting
was perfect and the grass on the course
was just incredible — perfectly manicured
and so green it looked artificial.
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One concept car that generated lots of interest
was built by Alfa Romeo. Magnificent!!! But,
probably a little impractical as visibility in any
direction except straight ahead was virtually
non-existent. Alfa had a guard on duty to keep
people from touching the car. I was looking at
it close and I thought I saw some marks that
looked like filled screw holes that had been
painted over. It turns out the car body was
made of wood — a true mock up!

Before we leave the concept cars, we should
comment on the Corvette Concept car — the
Transformer car or the prototype C-7.

Whatever you
call it — it is
spectacular

from any angle.
You’ll notice
that GM has
returned to the
split  window.

They have
solved the rear
vision

problems by putting a camera on the rear of the car and running that to the inside mirror. It looks long, low
and wide. Rumors are that this is what the C-7 in 2015 will look like. If that is truly the case, GM has a
winner here. I’'m sorry to say that my pictures don’t do the car adequate justice — it is really something when
you see it in person.

Now, with all these beautiful cars you would expect that there would be at least 40 or 50 Corvettes — Right?
Well, that wasn’t the case but there were some Corvettes

there. Miles Douglas brought his 67 435 Horse

beautiful Blue two top car all the way from Nevada.

And the Lingenfelters brought their 1953 #24 from
Michigan. If you remember your Corvette history, this
is one of the early cars that was equipped with a

supercharger. It was an attempt to sell GM on
the idea of improved performance, but GM
was hard at work on the V-8 and didn’t see
any future in Supercharged straight 6 engines.
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